Impact of pollution on the flesh of some fishes inhabiting river Satluj waters--a biochemical study.
The impact of grossly polluted waters of the Budha Nallah (BN) on the flesh quality of a few fish species inhabiting river Satluj following its confluence with the river has been studied. For flesh quality, levels of extractable proteins (EP), carbohydrate content and total lipid (TL) contents have been compared in Cirrhina mrigala, Cirrhina reba, Crossocheilus latius and Mystus cavasius collected from downstream (DS) region (selected at 40-42 km following confluence of BN with the river) and an upstream (US) region (selected at 8-10 km before the confluence of BN with the river) of river Satluj. The results have shown a significant decline in the EP content, carbohydrates and TL contents in the flesh of these fish species collected from DS region. The functional significance of any decrease/increase in the biochemical parameter (s) has been discussed.